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THE HOME OF MANKIND

The highest top in the Balkans, situated near the famous Shipka
pass which the Russian armies forced in September of 1877 w^
a great deal of discomfort, is only 8000 feet. The Rhodope

GREECE

Mountains therefore play a very important part in deciding the
climate of the rest of the peninsula, and for good measure there
is snow-covered Olympus, nearly 10,000 feet high, which stands
sentinel over the plains of Thessaly, where the real Greece begins.
This fertile plain of Thessaly was once upon a time an inland